




















Restoration has allowed a unique look at how historic log driving dams
were constructed, especially beneath the water's surface. Once rebuilt,
the structure will provide forest visitors with a sense of what logging
dams were like during the early days of Wisconsin's lumber industry and
how their use coatributed to changes in northern Wisconsin ecosystems.
Serving primarily as an interpretive structure, the dam will not be used to
regulate water levels.

Round Lake Logging Dam is located approximately 18 miles east of
Fifield, Wisconsin, on Highway 70, and two miles north on Forest Route
144. Visitors are welcome to stop by and view the restoration. A short
walk is necessary to reach the viewing area. Group tours can be arranged

by request.

BEFORE THERE WAS TOURISM
LUMBERING WAS KING

(By Mark Crawford, from The Lakeland Times, June 20, 1995)

Vast forests of northern Wisconsin stood largely
untouched by industry and commerce in the early years following
statthood. Towering stands of virgin white pine, Norway pine and
hemlock were familiar only to the native population and relatively few
white trappers and settlers who had chosen to live in the wilderness.

By 1850, the logging industry advanced rapidly
northward along major waterways, such as the Wisconsin River, and logs
were driven downstream to port cities along the Mississippi River. In the
fall of 18585, the town of Jenny (now Merrill) was the northernmost
logging center in Wisconsin. Tall timber along the Wisconsin River was
felled from Merrill up to Grandfather Bull Falls 16 miles to the north.

Roads were cut in the fall and hay gathered from
riverbanks to feed the teams of oxen. Cutting and banking of logs was
typically done during winter months to take advantage of the frozen
ground and snow-packed roads. John Curran, a young logger during the
1855-56 season, wrote that “we had to walk about three miles to our
work both morning and evening so that we could begin cutting at
daylight. We started out in the dark and worked until it was dark. We
always carried our noon lunch with us (which) we would bury...in the
snow fo keep it from freezing.”




























































