











LOCAL HISTORY WORKSHOPS

The State Historical Society of Wisconsin will sponsor three one-day
workshops, each to be held at three different locations.  All of the
workshop leaders are stalf members at the State Historical Socicly of
Wisconsin. '

The topics to be covered are:

ORGANIZING LOCAL SESQUICENTENNIAL PROJECTS, presented
by Tom McKay, Local History Coordinator.

HISTORIC CLOTHING CARE & REPRODUCTION, presented by
Leslie Bellais, Curator of Costume and Textiles.

PLANNING & PRESENTING HISTORICAL TOURS, presented by
Deborah Kmetz, Local History Specialist.

The workshops will be held at:

Sparta, March 8, 1997, hosted by the Monroe County Hist. Soc.
West Allis, April 5, 1997, hosted by the West Allis Hist Soc.
Metrill, April 19, 1997, hosted by the Merrill Hist. Soc.

For more information on these workshops, contact Ms. Connic Meier al
608-264-6579.

NEW DIRECTOR FOR THE
STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

(From "Exchange", a publication of the State Historical Society of
Wisconsin, 1996.)

The Board of Curators of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin has
selected Dr. George L. Vogt as the new director of the Society. Dr. Vogt
comes 1o Wisconsin from the South Carolina Department of Archives
and History, where he also served as director.  Previously, his career
included thirteen years with the National Archives in Washington, D.C.
Dr. Vogt is also the current president of the American Association for
State and Local History. He becomes the cleventh director in the long,
history of the State Historical Socicty of Wisconsin.






DE TUNCQ'S WOOD-WORKING WONDERS

(From The Court Reporter, a newsletter by the Washington County
Historical Society, st Quarter 1997.)

The Industrial Revolution moved at a gentle pace in Wisconsin, in terms
of furniture manulacturing. The transition from hand-crafted ilems made
by small rural cabinet shops to lactory-pre sduced furniture took longer to
complete than most industrics.  With few furniture companics in the
country, most furniture was made to order by local cabinet makers. The
demand for furniture became great as rural communitics grew.  Many
immigrant carpenters enjoyed prospetity by settling where their trade
was desired.

In this migration was Peter De Tuncq, a highly skilled cabinet maker
from Picardic, France. He migrated to New York in 1850 and due to his
desire to prosper, he left New York in 18855 and scttled in the growing
village of West Bend. Soon after his arrival, he opened u lumiture retail
shop. In addition, he produced coffins, custom millwork for homes and
many types of “hand-crafted” made-to-order furnitre.

By the 1870, factorics replaced the efforts ol most local craltsmen.
Chairs by the Hitchcock factory and others gradually complemented
those in a variety of styles, as turniture production became an indusiry.
Due to Mr. De Tuneq's superb crafismanship, business expansion, and
family participation, his business outlasted most of his competitors’ and
endured three gencerations.

EARLY SPRING THAW

(From the Marinette-Menominee EAGLEHERALD files, Jan 1, 1997.)

100 YEARS AGO. The soft weather of the past two weeks has been
disastrous to logging. All over the northern woods, operations are at a
standstill.  A.C. Stephenson of Menominee returned yesterday aller a
tour of the camps. He reports many of the men are not working and
believes the loss to lumbermen operating on the Menominee will be
$8,000 per day.

































TO BUILD A BETTER SAW

(From Economic History ol Wisconsin During the Civil War Decade, by
Frederick Merk, published by the State Historical Society of Wisconsin,
1916.)

Sawmill methods were similarly undergoing a rapid
development. In the late fiftics and carly sixties the circular or rotary
saw was just coming into general use in Wisconsin as the main saw of
the mill, replacing the slower “muley,” the cutling capacily of which it
exceeded more than ten times. 1t had been brought to the state as carly as
1854, but for some years remained an uncertain experiment.  Few
sawyers knew how to dress or operate it properly, and the woes of those
who were hardy enough to give it a trial were such as to lead 1o the
coinage of a popular expression, “Don't monkey with the buzz-saw.”
The early circular saws were exceedingly wasteful of lumber, sawing out
at cach cut a half-inch kerf. 1t was feared that a thinner saw would burst,
or become heated, or fail to find proper clearance in its passage through
the log. (The double rotary, consisting of two circulars, one running
above the other, was an important improvement over the single rotary. It

“came into use in Wisconsin during the Civil War.) Itis 1o be noted as a

characteristic of all sawmill innovations of this day that they were
caleulated solely to secure an increased output or savings of labor. Little
effort was made toward cffecting a savings of Jumber since timber was
still cheap and abundant. To a later generation remained the task of
climinating waste in the operations of the sawmill.

The new circular saws, supplementing the improved
gang saws of various patlerns in use at the time, so greatly increased the
sawing capacity of the mills that a prompt speeding up of all other
operations became necessary. The changes that were introduced to meet
these new requirements completely transformed the average lumber mill
within a few years. The movements of the log carriage, which carried
the log 10 the saw, were Tound to be too slow, and they were accelerated
by the inventions, one after another, of the friction feed, the wire rope
feed, and the steam feed.  In 1863 or 1864 the double edger was
introduced, which at a single cut trimmed both edges of the sawed board
instead of but one as heretofore.  (One of the best steam feeds on the
market was perfected and patented by D. C. Prescott of Marinette in
1873, The steam feed was often referred o as the “shot gun feed,” for
when the steam was turned on it literally shot the log carriage down the
truck 1o the saw.) The gang edger, which followed almost immediatcly,
carried (his invention still further toward pertection.
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He started in the direction ol a big, husky Swede that
was gelling pretty noisy, and was visibly intoxicated,  Sensing trouble, |
hastened to where Bailey was and lured him away long enough to inquire
what he wanted of the gun.

He replicd without hesitation, “1 want to shoot that d--d
Swede.”

I said, “Not with my gun you don’t shoot any Swede.”

He came back with the question, “Why not?”

And 1 answered, “There are many reasons ‘why not.’
One is, [ don’t want to see anyone shot; another reason is, | don't want o
see you hang; and the third and last reason is, I don't want (o stay in
Minnesota for the next two yeats to act as a witness in your murder trial.”

The next day while on the way | asked, “Tell me, Obe,
did you really intend to kill that Swede?”

He answered, “Why, certainly 1 did! He ought to be
killed. He's the meanest man on the river.”

I asked, "Well, suppose you had killed him. What would
you have done about the matter?”

He replied, “Oh, I suppose I would have cut a hole in the
ice and tucked him in.”

It did not take long to break the landings, and then the
real driving began. This work is known among log drivers as “sacking
the rear” Of course, many of the logs would go through to the mill
without stopping, but many of them would lodge along the eddies, on
islands, against rocks that might be there from time to time, and along the
shore nearly all the way.

The driving of logs in deep water is an entirely difterent
process than in the shallow, swift waters of our castern streams. There
was none of that thrilling, daring, dangerous log jamming so common to
old log drivets of the old days of Pennsylvania. The water was too deep
lo permit the use of teams at all, and there was very little use for horses
in that water, lor it was unlike our streams, the floods of which often
come with a rush, carrying logs away out on the land, far from the
stream, then as quickly recede and leave the logs on high and dry ground.
The water there begins to rise slowly and gets a little higher cvery day
[or some time, then holds up for several weeks, usually.

Much of the driving was done by the use of pike poles, a
contrivance with a pike in one end for the purpose of pushing logs in the
water that had temporarily stopped, or for pulling them whenever that
wits more convenient.  Some used levers and others the pike poles, so
that the driving was, after all, a somewhat tame affair compared with our
customary Pennsylvania log driving.
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