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Logging historian’s books
barking up the right tree

By IAY MAURIN
Special Writer

SAXON, Wis At 82,
author George (Corrigan just
doesn’t know the meaning of
the word “‘retirement .

He's writing a sequel to his
successful “Calked Boots and
Cant Hooks,”” a logging
history biography of the
Upper Peninsula and northern
Wisconsin published in 1976

The book jacket blurb says
‘George Corrigan writes from
a lifetime of experiences in

every phase of timber
production. In this book, we go
back with the author to the
old-time logging camps and
follow his footsteps as he
works his way up from lum
berjack to contract logger
a factual and detailed look at
the logging industry of the
early part of the century and
an insight into the lives of that
era."

The first edition of 2,500 has
been sold-out since Corrigan's
first “kick-off"" autographing

George A. Carrigany Author - L.G

party alt the Ironwood
Historical Museum in sum
mer, 1976. And, the book has
garnered two important
awards An American
Association for State and
Local History certificate
commends it for ‘‘superior

achievement and quality in
recording local history for his
reflectionss on logging In
addition, the book has also
won a Wisconsin Historical
Society award

The ‘‘Lumberworkers

Sorden, Editor

The dust cover of George A. Corrigan's book, “Calked Boots and Cant Hooks,"
slhows the 82-year-old author in his beloved woods.

Strike’’ in 1937, which was the
concluding segment of his
book, was settled later that
year. After that, a changeover
took place in Upper Peninsula,

Wisconsin and Minnesota
logging methods to new
mechanical operations. The

sequel will pick up where the
first ended. Bill Carow of
Ironwood will help with
material on the ‘“Superior
Forestry District’’ from the
late 19408

I recall ‘hospital tickets
which the woodworkers took
out for so much a year in
1924, Corrigan said. “‘The
insurance man hurt — but the
guy who collected the money
disappeared between Eagle
River and Watersmeet with
$700 and that was the last
anybody ever saw of him'

Also in the new book will be
stories of the Office of Price
Control (OPA) during World
War 11 when Corrigan went to
Washington, D.C., to present
cost figures for logging during
this time

Mrs. Corrigan, a former
Siaxon, Mellen and Bayfield
school teacher, will also help
with the book

“It will be much easier this
time,”" Corrigan says. “l've
learned how to put a book
together now. Many liked the
old-time stories and remarks
because it showed how people
sipent their time

His book has been placed on

many state and national
library shelves
Since the book notice ap

peared in the Michigan
Historical Society newsletter
orders have into the
Ironwood Historical Museum
from individuals and libraries
around the Midwest and from
as far Yale
University

come

away das

All we have received is
good reactions from even
those who never Kknew us
T'hey even want the new book
sight unseen, they say ‘just
mail us one

The first book, which has
been on sale at various

bookstores, has resulted in so

much correspondence and
‘additional research that
Corrigan and his wife, are

building an addition, including
an office, to their house on a
40-acre homestead along U S
2. It will also house a forestry
library which will cover
Upper Peninsula forests

George is not hurrying with
the sequel

‘I'm slowing down a little
The new book should be out
this fall or spring,”’ he said

‘It's hard to find records,
for nobody thought about
history in the past. Now I'm
going to visit others for the
new book

But how can he remember
all the things that happened to
him?

‘I've been told that | must
have a photographic
memory, " he said. “You can’t
go anyplace that 1 haven't
been around Saxon, Iron Belt
or the Gogebic Range. I've
taken groups to show (where
old railroad wrecks once took
place that have long since
vanished off the face of the
earth

In addition, for the past four

or five years he has been
keeping a diary
Logging is my life, and |

wanted to live in the woods
since | was four years old. |
was never happy
he said

He is pleased by an
organization devoted to the
forestry industry. The Forest
History Association of
Wisconsin Inc. has established
a museum in Wausau which

anywhere
else

includes material from
Michigan, Wisconsin and
Minnesota forests The

woodworking industry is
behind it, and memberships
from loggers, manufacturers

and recreation and con
servation groups are en
couraged

The group has scheduled

Corrigan to speak on hemlock
bark at its board of directors
meeting Wednesday in Black
River Falls, Wis

Escanaba Daily Press04 Jun 1978, Escanaba, Michi-
gan, PAGE c-7
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DIRECTOR — Dr. R.C.

Brown, 3824 Nimitz, has
been elected to the board of
Forest History Association
of Wisconsin. He is the au-
thor of ‘“Rails into the
Pines,’' covering the
Weyerhaeuser and Chip-
pewa River and Menomonie
Railway from 1883 to 1910.

Eau Claire Leader Telegram19 Feb 1981, Eau Claire,
Wisconsin, Page 4.
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1980, Thu e Page 33
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Sat e Page9
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Heading for the Wisconsin North-
endyuthr

Camp Five farm



A stear traio still ruas daily in the Wisconsin Northwoods at Laona pear Rbinelander.
The journey takes visitors to Camp Five farm, where logging days are explored.

Tinley Park Palos Star Herald24 Jul
1983, Tinley Park, lllinois, Page 18;
and Oak Forest Star Herald, 24 Jul
1983, Oak Forest, lllinois, Page 18.



Wausau Daily Herald, Wausau, Wisconsin, 19 Jul

Wausau Daily Herald, Wausau, Wisconsin, 31 Aug
1982, Tue e Page 3

The Dunn County News,
Menomonie, Wisconsin,
15 Jun 1983,



CCC camp barracks were 20 feet wide by 100 feet long, made of wood
and covered with tarpaper. The museum is built from plans drawn
from a remaining building, but is 40 feet long. Part of one such bar-
racks at Camp McCord was used in building the first lodge at the Mer-
rill School Forest. ,

From the Wausau Daily Herald, Wausau, Wisconsin, 18 Aug 1983,
Thu e Page 26
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Lists

Bits of information that might be useful
... might be interesting ... or might just
be fun...

Lumber history

Wisconsin’s lumbering industry has a
history dating back about 180 years:
W 1809: First sawmill built by Jacob Franks
on the Fox River near DePere.
@ 1837: First known permission given by
Indians to whites to cut timber and build
sawmills in the St. Croix River.
B 1840: First general use of mechanically-
operated sawmill.
B 1841: First law enacted regulating
construction of dams on navigable
waterways.
B 1850: First railraod built, the Milwaukee
and Mississippi Railraod. Depended on
timber freight as main source of revenue.
M 1858: First log drive in on the upper
Wisconsin River from Eagle River to Little
Bull Falls (now Mosinee).
W 1867: First Forestry Commission
authorized by the Legislature to study forest
destruction in the state.
8 1878: First state parks established in lron
and Vilas counties, totaling 50,000 acres.
8 1929: Mill tax adopted to produce revenue
for improvement and management of state-
owned forest. .
B 1950: State-wide inventory of forests
' began, a cooperative effort between state,
federal, county and industrial organizations.

‘Sowrce: Forest History Association of
win Inc. and the Marathon County

Wausau Daily Herald, Wausau, Wisconsin, 22 Sep
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From Our Files

10 years ago

Dr. R.C. Brown of 3824 Nimitz,
author of ‘‘Rails into the Pines,”
covering the Weyerhaeuser and
Chippewa River and Menomonie
Railway from 1883-1910, is elected
to the board of Forest History As-
sociation of Wisconsin.

Eau Claire Leader Telegram19 Feb 1991, Eau Claire,
Wisconsin, Page 10A



The Capital Times, Madison, Wisconsin, 27 Aug
1991, Tue ¢ Page 25
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The Country Today, Eau Claire, Wisconsin, 0 Oct 1991, Page 18
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1991, Tue ¢ Page 16
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14 Nov 1991, Thu e Page 19
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Logging scene: This mural depicting a 19th century Marathon County Ioggmg
scene was painted by LeRoy Jonas Sr. in 1936. It was displayed in the former

Wausau Clty Hall on Forest Street for many years and is currently owned by Charles '
Ghidorzi, Wausau.

Logging lore

Group preserves history that grew with Wisconsin

By Jim Lee
Wausau Daily Herald
Why do they call Wausau's annual spring festival the
LogJam?””

Why do seemingly insignificant northern Wnsoonsxn
crossroads carry names and appear
on local maps when they are little
more than a single home and a tav-
ern’

Who was Fred Wilson?

What industry is responsible for
the early development of Wisconsin
and remains one of the state’s top
employers today?

If it'’s up to the Forest History
Association of Wisconsin, the
answers to those questions will never

be forgotten. Frank
zation is dedicated to preserving the xmer

timber heritage of Wisconsin, from
the language of the early lumbermen to the finesse of
forestry practices.

In between is a lot of fertile history, some of it well-doc-
umented, others still waiting for attention.

Frank Fixmer, Mosinee, has been a key figure in the
formation and continuation of the 240-member organiza-
tion. A former state, federal and private industry forester
for Mosinee Paper Co., he has served as secretary-trea-
surer of the group for the past 13 years.

“Our basic objective is to educate the general public on
the contributions the forest industry has made to the

social and economic development of this state,” Fixmer
explains.

L(_:gegl his EW
amaumto\:!s m in 1975, an outgrowth of a

bicentennial committee looking at ways to commemorate
the timber history of Wisconsin during the nation’s 200th
anniversary. The committee decided that forest history
deserved a permanent place rather than a fleeting
moment in time.

The association was formed “with the stated purpose of
stimulating an interest in the discovery and preservation
of the record in old journals, aging photographs, and in
the fading recollections of those who took their youth into
the vast and shadowy depths of the Wisconsin pinery,”
explains a membership statement.

Those memories include communities that thrived
momentarily as logging operations surrounded their
perimeter, then died just as quickly when the timber ran
out ... leaving little more than a name on a crossroads
behind.

Some terms live on, such as Wausau's LogJam, a
weekend summer festival along the riverfront that pays
homage to the Wisconsin River's heritage as a timber
thoroughfare.

The logging industry was responsible for the develop-
ment of northern Wisconsin and tens of thousands of
workers — from loggers to paper mill workers — still
depend on forest products for employment.

As for Fred Wilson ... he was a legend in the state’s

lumber history even before he died less than six months
aon in Madison at the ace of 103
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1911 and initiated the reforestation of the cutover north.

He established the state’s first tree nursery in 1913 at
‘Trout Lake in Vilas County. His work resulted in the

establishment of county forests and forest tax laws that

encouraged private landowners to practice forestry.

Membership in the Forest History Association is open

to anyone with an interest in the state's forests. J
Bant, Hazelhurst, recently served as president of

organization. She became involved because of family ties

to the logging industry.

“My grandfather was a farmer who supplemented his

income by logging,” she said. “My other grandfather
worked in a logging camp. My father owned a logging
business. My hushand operates a logging business. My
sons are loggers.”

Bant takes pride in the small role her family has

played and continues to play in shaping the state’s forest
Her;mlymgret,shesays. is that there aren't more log-

gers in the Forest History Association.

History association

' mForestHi_ Assodamgfum
is headquartered in Wausau approxi-
mately 240 members. Many of them have ties to
metimberimawm' ing number are
j:‘:tpﬁvateho' « interested in preserving
state’s ing history.
Among the organization's accomplishments

are:

B Assistance in publication of “History of the
Nicolet National Forest.”
H'- Publication of “Firsts b:\ﬂ:tlheomh Forhz

i ," an educational dosaiblnq
mmammmmmMMsm

lgmofhmmmmw:?
blications that are stored at the University

isconsin-Stevens Point's learning resources
center.

@ A quarterly newsletter and annual meeting.
Comments of featured speakers and issues
ddressed at the annual meeting are published
and distributed to members.

@ Annual presentation of a distinguished ser-
Mammmiqumm.

B Establishment of a college fund
forgrantstosmdems-im.eramdinwriwy.

B Membership in the association is open to
anyone with an interest infomsth:m‘."“‘l

B Annual dues are $15 foran i , $25
family, $25 non-profit organization and $50 for

2 Michael Sohasky, Antigo.is president of
the association, recently succeeding Joyce
Bant, Hazelhurst.

W To obtain more information on the orga-
nization, write: Forest History Association of
Wisconsin, Inc., 403 Mcindoe St., Wausau,
Wis., 54401.

jam

When logs ruled the river...

The following is an excerpt from an article contained
in the November newsletter of the Forest History Asso-
daﬁmd'wwltiuvﬁ\tdanuﬁdedm
g s i L R
: a on
ddn&&ﬁxﬁmthﬁt
%Wd&o&%mhmm.
sharpest log men on the continent, but in
:gmdulﬂnymduWIMhﬂn

miles above the booms are the celebrated
Dells of the St. Croix. The river here is narrow and its
sides precipitous walls of rock, extending some half

.

:

=

“In the middle of this, the river makes a right angle
turn and, of course, creates a great whirl which
stops all floating matter. Into this logs wall run and
unless they are pushed out they continue to run
around the circle until they block the river and a bad

“Three good men will keep the Dells clear all the
) running. And a

- mmaﬁ will not for-
getina visit the
immense jam of logs is still unbroken.”

Wausau Daily Herald, Wausau, Wisconsin, 06 Feb 1992,
Thu e Page 11

Planting for the future

Conservationists to be inducted into Hall of Fame

The Wisconsin Conservation Hall of Fame will
honor two new inductees,

2F
a
ﬁ
5

tion Center, during ceremonies Saturday,
April 11, in Stevens Point.
The posthumous honors to Increase A. Lapham
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THESE LUMBERMEN cut white pine into lengths ot o logging camp in Michigan around 1900.

Stevens Point Journal, Stevens Point, Wisconsin, 30 Jul 1992, Thu e Page 17
"_The Forest History Association of Wisconsin has planned its
17th wimual meeting for Cet, 10-11 at Trees for Tomorrow, Eagle Riv-
er, Wis. _

An auction of logging artifacts is scheduled. For details, eall 716-
(276236 or 627-4025,

Ironwood Daily Globe24 Sep 1992, Ironwood, Michigan
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involved

The Hall of Fame has been in exist-

ence since 1984,
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Marshfield News-Herald, Marshfield, Wisconsin
14 Dec 1992, Mon e Page 17

Wausau Daily Herald, Wausau, Wisconsin
18 Jul 1993, Sun e Page 16

Wausau Daily Herald, Wausau, Wisconsin, 19 Sep
1993, Sun e Page 28

The Oshkosh Northwestern, Oshkosh, Wisconsin,
27 Oct 1993, Wed ¢ Pagel



Couple attends
WCLH convention

Rolf ithnn. mened the

g against
adviled those
m ahcad for lon&

the possibility
joimmwihoﬁuwdedu

and for the

services. (A .
"History, Celebration and
Commemoration", Keith
Petersen, Author of Historical
Oebludoa‘l‘: A lludl}oot for
Celunnllls. and Other
lty Anniversaries,
how historical societies
’hy role in

Vlimnl; tcel‘ebuw “
0 ate s

S " | 3 9 in 1998

During the awards luncheon,
five historians received the Local
History Award of Merit,

representin Minocqua,
Wgnecome. yfield, Walworth
County and Wauwatosa,

The Forest History
Association of Wisconsin and the
Forest Hill Cemetery, Madison,
were the recipients of the
Certificate of Commendation, and
the Vernon County Historical
Society, the Reuben Gold
Thwaites

m%msawm
Wisconsin

The Representative, Fox Lake Wlsconsm 28 Oct
1993, Thu e Page 3

The Oshkosh Northwestern, Oshkosh, Wisconsin
21 Nov 1993, Sun e Page 47



10 years ago

Leader-Telegram, Eau Claire, Wisconsin, 13 Nov
1994, Sun e Page 62

Wausau Daily Herald, Wausau, Wisconsin, 20 Aug
1995, Sun e Page 42

Marshfield News-Herald, Marshfield, Wisconsin
17 Sep 1994, Sat * Page 25 Chippewa Herald-Telegram, Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin, 16 Sep

1995, Sat ¢ Page 4



Leader-Telegram, Eau Claire, Wisconsin, 06 Oct
1995, Fri o Page 15

The Country Today, Eau
Claire, Wisconsin, 11
Sep 1996, Wed e Page
45



Besides his wife, survivors in-
clude one son, Jacque M. (Sharon)
Vallier; one stepson, William (Alice

7
i
:
i

;
|

:
i

Kathryn Hafey;
and three

;
i

Stevens Point Journal, Stevens Point, Wisconsin,
12 Sep 1996, Thu e Page 2

Leader-Telegram, Eau Claire, Wisconsin, 13 Sep 1996,
Fri e Page 15

The Country Today, Eau Claire, Wisconsin, 25 Sep 1996, Wed ¢ Page
24



Marshfield News-Herald. Marshfield, Wisconsin,
07 Nov 1996, Thu e Page 5

Wausau Daily Herald, Wausau, Wisconsin, 02 Nov
1996, Sat * Page 14

The Daily Tribune, Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin, 12 Nov 1996,
Tue e Page5



The Forest History Associalion of
Wisconsin is offering a $300
scholarship. Candidates must write
& papes on an aspect of Wisconsin
forests or conservation history.

Pick up applications in Dempsey
104, The deadline is Feb. 10.

Oshkosh Advance Titan04 Feb 1998, Oshkosh,
isconsin, Page 2

Wausau Daily Herald, Wausau, Wisconsin, 20 Sep
1998, Sun e Page 36

Stevens Point Journal, Stevens Point, Wisconsin, 22 Nov 1996,
Fri o Page 18

Wausau Daily Herald, Wausau, Wisconsin, 24 Sep
1998, Thu  Page 14

Wausau Daily Herald, Wausau, Wisconsin, 25 Sep
1997, Thu e« Page 11



Wausau Daily Herald, Wausau, Wisconsin, 24 Sep
1998, Thu ¢ Page 15

Oshkosh museum getting award
for logging, lumbering exhibit

The Oshkosh Public Museum will receive
the annual Distinguished Service Award from
the Forest History Association of Wisconsin
during the group’s meeting Sept. 17 and 18.

The museum'’s recent exhibit, “A Big Day's
Work: Logging and Lumbering in Sawdust
City,” drew the association’s attention, as did
the museum’s role in preserving the history of
the region through the video, “The Legends of
Logging,” which was used in schools.

he video and accompanying materials
continue to be used by teachers.

Randall E. Rohe, chairman of the associa-
tion’'s awards committee, nominated the
museum. Museum Director Brad Larson said
the award honors the museum and all it does.

“Oshkosh’s history is directly tied to the
rise and fall of Wisconsin's great lumber
industry,” Larson said. “The exhibit was an
extensive and dynamic temporary exhibit that
illustrated the role of both wealthy mill own-
ers and the men, women and children who
worked in the mills.”

Oshkosh earned its 19th-century nickname
“Sawdust City” because the banks of the Fox
River once were lined with mills devoted to
the manufacture of wood products. Logs were
sent down the Wolf River to Lake Poygan and
from there to mills in Oshkosh.

Museum archives contain a significant
amount of material, including several hun-

THE OSHKOSH PUBLIC MUSEUM
1331 Algoma Blvd., is open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Tuesday through Saturday and 1 to 5 p.m.
Sunday. It is closed Mondays and national
holidays. Admission is free and facilities are
handicap accessible.Information is available
through the museum’s Web site at
www.publicmuseum.oshkosh.net or by phone at
(920) 424-4731.

dred historic photographs, devoted to the
once-great lumber industry.

The Forest History Association was found-
ed in 1975 by groups from the University of
Wisconsin, conservation agencies and wood
products industries to remind citizens of the
importance of the state’s forests, past, present
and future.

The Oshkosh Northwestern, Oshkosh, Wisconsin
09 Sep 1999, Thu ¢ Page 22

~The Foreat Hislory- Asspgiation
of Wisconsin is offering .énc $500

‘scholagship for students-who write a

paper- on_any aspect of forest and

.

~conservation history in Wisconsin.

Oshk—o;h Ac-:lvance Titan01 Ijéc 1599, Oshko.sh,,
Wisconsin, Page 2

Museum award: Oshkosh
Public Museum has reccived the
annual Distinguished Service
Award from the Forest History
Association of Wisconsin. The
honor will be presented at the
Association’s annual meeting Fri-
day and Saturday in Oshkosh.

Dr. Randall Rohe, chair of the
Forest History Association’s
awards committee, nominated the
museum for the award. Rohe
based his nomination on the muse-
um'’s most recent exhibit, “A Big
Day’s Work: L%ging and Lumber-
ing in Sawdust City,” as well as the
museum's significant role in pre-
serving the history of the region.

The award recognizes the muse-
um'’s “preservation of the Edgar P.
Sawyer home, its collection of
archival material related to the his-
tory of lumbering in Oshkosh and
the Wolf River area and its efforts
to educate the public about the
region’s forest history.”

The museum is open Tuesday
through Saturday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
and Sunday, 1-5 p.m. It is closed
Mondays and national holidays.

Admission is free and facilities
are handicap accessible. Contact:
920-424-4731 or through the muse-
um's Web site at www.publicmuse-
um.oshkosh.net.

The Post-Crescent, Appleton, Wisconsin, 12 Sep
1999, Sun e Page 106




The Oshkosh Northwestern, Oshkosh, Wisconsin
24 Oct 1999, Sun e Page 67

Frank N. Fixmer

Frank N. Fixmer, 86, 604 Ninth St.,
Mosinee, died Monday, April 3, 2000, in
Naples, Florida.

He was born June 6, 1913, in New
York City, New York, the son of the late
John and Elizabeth (Schultz) Fixmer.
He married Ruth Omholt on Oct. 17,
1936, in Eagle River. She survives.

He came to Wisconsin in m
former New York State College of

- Forestry at Syracuse University. After
working 11 years with the US. Forest

Service and Wisconsin Conservation

he became manager of

Forest Operations and Wood
Procurement for the Mosinee Paper
Corporation, now Wausau-Mosinee
Paper Corporation. He retired in 1978
after 34 years of service.

Frank was very active in Wisconsin
and National Forestry Organizations
throughout his professional and retire-
ment years. He was a 1954 charter
member of the Wisconsin Tree Farm
Committee and co-founder of Wisconsin
Woodland Owners Association and
Forest History Association of Wisconsin.
He served on the Wisconsin
Conservation Forest Advisory Councils
from 1952 to 1972 and was a member of
the American Society of Foresters for
over 65 years. He served as the Forest
History of Wisconsin Secretary-

Treasurer from its inception in 1976
until 1998, and continued his active
dedication in that organization.

Frank has received numerous
forestry-related awards including dis-
tinguished service awards in each of the
above professional organizations. He
also received from the Society of
American Foresters the John Macon
and Fellow Awards. In 1997 he was
History Hall of Fame.

Frank and his wife, have lived in
lluﬁnn’nulﬂt was active in

civic organizations including the
th&MWM

Survivors, besides his wife, Ruth,
include a son, John F. (Dixie) Fixmer,
Rhinelander; two grandchildren,
Michael Fixmer, LaCrosse, and Ann
Fixmer, Milwaukee; and a brother, John
W. (Gladys) Fixmer, East Brunswick,
New Jersey.

A memorial Mass will be held at 12
p.m. Friday, April 14, 2000, at St. Paul
Catholic Church, Mosinee. Visitation
will be from 10 a.m. until time of ser-



vices Friday at the church. Beste
Funeral Home, Mosinee, is in charge of

arrangements.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations
can be made to the Forest History
Association of Wisconsin, 410 McIndoe
St., Wausau W1 54403-4746.
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Mary Roddis Connor
Mary Roddis Connor died October 1,

2000, at her home in Wausau. She was

the daughter of

Hamilton  and
Catherine Prindle

member of the Pi

Beta Phi Sorority. The marriage of
Mary Isabella Roddis to Gordon Robert
Phelps Connor on July 20, 1929, in
Marshfield was attended by 500 guests
to celebrate the union of two prominent
lumber families. They lived in
Marshfield, Minneapolis, Park Falls,
Ironwood and Wakefield, Mich., and
moved to Wausau in 1953. She had five
children, Mary (Dudley Pierce) of
Watersmeet, Mich., and Marco Island,
Fla.. Gordon Phelps (Sigrid Lund) of

Laona, Wisconsin, and Chicago, [llinois,
Catherine (Edward J. Dellin) of Laona,
Wisconsin, and Glencoe, [llinois, and
Sara of Laona, Wisconsin, and
Whitefish, Montana. A son, David N.
(Diane Atterbury) pre-deceased Mrs.
Connor in 1978, She is also survived by

was the co-founder of Camp Five
Museum Foundation in Laona. Mrs.
Connor was a leader in forestry conser-
vation for over seventy years. She
served on the National Women's
Advisory Council of the American
Forestry Institute, President of the

Forest History Association of Wisconsin,
National Conservation Chairman of the
National Society of the Daughters of
the American Revolution, State
Conservation of the Wisconsin
Federation of Women's Club and
Conservation Chairman of the Upper
Peninsula Federation of Women's Club.
Mrs. Connor was active in local, state
and national Daughters of the
American Revolution for over sixty-five
years.

Mrs. Connor and her husband found-
ed Camp Five Museum Foundation in
Laona, Wisconsin, with its Lumberjack
ago. Mrs. Connor acted as director for
many years. Among the awards that
she received were the National Arbor
Day Foundation's Education Award,
two State Historical Society of
Wisconsin Awards of Merit and the
Wisconsin Heritage Tourism Award for
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Wisconsin Heritage Tourism Award for
volunteer service in developing heritage
tourism. She was active in District and
State Republic Politics. Mrs. Connor
was the President of the Gordon R.
Connor Foundation, Director of the
Connor Foundation and, since 1965,
Vice President of the Hamilton Roddis
Foundation.

Mrs. Connor was a member of the
Mayflower Society of Wisconsin,
Colonial Dames of America, the
Huguenot Society and the National
Society Daughters of the American
Revolution.

The family requests that contribu-
tions be made to the Camp Five
Museum Foundation where a Mary
Roddis Connor Memorial Fund has
been established.

The funeral will be held at St. John's
Episcopal Church in Wausau on
Thursday, Oct. 5, 2000, at 11 a.m.
Private interment will be in Marshfield.
Visitation will be on Wednesday from 5
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the St. John's
Episcopal Guild Hall in Wausau.

Helke Funeral Home, Wausau, is
assisting the family with arrangements.
Wausau Daily Herald, Wausau, Wisconsin, 2 Oct
2000, Mon e Page 4
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Mary Roddis Connor: First woman inducted
into the Wisconsin Forestry Hall of Fame

SHEBOYGAN, Wis. — The late
Mary Roddis Connor was inducted
into the Wisconsin Forestry Hall of
Fame, the first woman to be recog-
nized. She and her husband Gor-
don R. Connor, who died in 1986,
are the only husband and wife to
be so honored

The Connors formerly operated
the Connor Lumber and Land Co,,
later Connor Forest Industries,
north of Wakefield. They lived in
Wakefield for several years.

Mary Roddis Connor, who died
in 2000, was honored at the Forest
History Association of Wisconsin
30th annual conference in Sheboy-
gan, for her more than 60 years of
actively participating and appear-
ing before state and national leg-
islative bodies concerning forest
products industry issues and pro-
moting multiple-use sustained

yield forest management.

She was a co-founder of the For-
est History Association of Wiscon-
sin and a past president, =

Mary Roddis Connor was at the
forefront of forestry and environ-
mental issues.

Beginning in the 1930s, for
example, she advocated the use of
metal poles rather than maple
trees on train flatcars hauling logs
to save on waste of a valuable
resource. In the 1940s she advocat-
ed for better fire management.

Given that the Connor Lumber
and Land Co., along with Goodman
Lumber Co. were the first to initi-
ate sustained yield forestry man-
agement methods, Mrs. Connor
was a proponent of sustainable
forestry before it became a main-
stay of the forest products industry.

She addressed the United

Daily Globel5 Sep 2004, Ironwood, Michigan, Page 8

Nation's World Forestry Congress
in Rio de Janiero, Brazil, on
forestry issues in the 1970s. She
worked and wrote tirelessly on for-
est products industry and environ-
mental issues until her death in
2000. Mrs. Connor was the author
of two books and many papers on
forestry issues., Throughout her
life, she showed great knowledge of
forest management.

In 1946, Mary Roddis Connor
authored Forestry Futures and
Conservation Misconcepts,

Mary Roddis Connor was active,
with her husband, in testifying to
establish the Michigan Technologi-
cal University Forestry School in
Houghton, Mich.

She was actively involved in
civic organizations and was a his-
torian and an advocate of the US.
Constitution. Active in the Federa-

tion of Women's Club in the Upper
Peninsula of Michigan, she was
also active on the National Lumber
Manufacturers Association
Women's Advisory Council.

Mary Roddis Connor, author
and speaker, worked tirelessly for
60 years to shape legislation and
educate the public about sustained
yield, multiple-use renewable
forests. Co-founder of Camp Five
Museum Foundation in Laona,
Wis,, with her husband, Gordon R.
Connor, its goal is preserving Wis-
consin logging history and promot-
ing the wise use of natural
resources.

They were married for 57 years
and were partners in forestry
endeavors. She endowed the Gor-
don R. Connor Center of Excellence
in Forestry at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison.
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Forest History Association

of Wisconsin to meet

The 36th annual meet-
ing of the Forest History
Association of Wisconsin
is set for Sept. 15to 17 in
Marshfield. The three-day
event includes tours, living
history presentations, lec-
tures and more.

The meeting's open-
ing event will be at the
Historic Parkin Place,

108 W. Ninth St., just
south of the Holiday Inn
& Conference Center. The
West 14th Restaurant will
be the site of the dinner,

first living history presen-
tation and auction.
- FHAW member Sterling

“Lumberjack Louie”
Strathe will round out the
evening's events with an
auction of logging items.
The event continues
Sept. 16, when attendees
will board a bus and head
to the George W. Mead
State Wildlife Area for a




Corps, will join in for the
:mm

Deadline to register is
Sept. 7. Go to http//chip
sandsawdust.com/news.

htm for a registration
form.

Marshfield News-Herald, Marshfield, Wisconsin
26 Aug 2011, Fri * Page 3

Mosaic exhibit opens
at Chestnut Center

For the Marshfield News-Herald

An opening reception
for the Endrizzi Mosaic
Exhibit will be Sept.
15 at Chestnut Avenue
Center for the Arts, 208 S.
Chestnut Ave.

This reception will
mark the opening of
Gilbert Endrizzi’s first
showing of mosaic art-
work in Marshfield since
his show at New Visions
Gallery in 1980. Forest
History Association of
Wisconsin members
might recall the glider
mosaic he created for
the second World War
II Glider Symposium
held last year and that
appeared at times with
the touring exhibit
“Wisconsin's Flying

Trees: The Plywood
Industry’s Contribution to
World War I1,” currently
on display at Marshfield's
Municipal Airport.
Endrizzi was a design
engineer for Consoweld
Corp. of Wisconsin
Rapids, a subsidiary of



Consolidated Paper Co.
The Consoweld prod-
uct was the precursor of
plastic and was used to
make World War 11 glider
floors. The original mate-
rial was a phenol-satu-
rated sheet of “papreg.”
Papreg had been devel-
oped by the U.S. Forest
Products Laboratory in
Madison and shipped to
paper manufacturers in
the state. The phenol-sat-
urated sheets, when heat-
ed, bonded together into a

hardened product. Today,
we know the product by
the trade name Formica.
Consoweld and Formica
were competitors.

Once Endrizzi's ideas
are down on paper, the
mosaic pieces are cut
from former Consoweld
products, and the art piec-
es created using colors,
great care and dedication
in a tedious process. The
subjects range from the
religious to the sublime,
but all pieces reflect his
artistry, his joie de vivre
and his philanthropy.

The public is cordial-
ly invited to drop in at
Chestnut Gallerv anvtime

between 4 p.m. and 6 p.m.,
view the exhibit, meet the
artist and enjoy refresh-
ments.

Marshfield News-Herald, Marshfield, Wisconsin
08 Sep 2011, Thu * Page5

Bob Walkner, member of the Forest History Association of Wisconsin, gives a presentation
about Wisconsin logging and sawmil history during “The Wonder of It All: Wisconsin Logging
History" program at Woodland Dunes Nature Center in Two Rivers on Wednesday. The event
was sponsored by the Dominion Foundation. For more photos, visit www.htrnews.com. Sue
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Miles K. Benson Octo-
ber 21,1937-October 9,
2014

Miles was born on Octo-



ber 21, 1937, in St. Paul
Minnesota to Myrtle and
Irven Benson. He was the
eldest son of four children.
His siblings were Gloria
(Richard) Magnuson, Lois
(Donald) Johnson, and
David Benson.

Miles graduated with a
B.S. in forestry from the
University of Minnesota in
1959.

On August 27th, 1960,
he married the love of his
life, Judith Ferree Dale in
Madison, Wisconsin and
they remained married for
54 years. They first settled
in Appleton, WI where he
worked at the Institute of
Paper Chemistry. There
he did genetic research on
improving production of
the Quaking Aspen for our
paper industry.

While in Appleton,
three children were born
to him: Andy (Liz) and
Catherine both of Madi-
son, and Kristin of Green-
eville, Tennessee.

Later he took a job with
Owens Illinois in Toma-
hawk, WI. Soon after he
was transferred to Lynch-
burg, Va. where he man-
aged the woodlands. In
1978, he accepted a job for
Consolidated Paper com-

any in Rhinelander, Wi so
e could return to the area
he loved the most.

In 1988, he accepted a
promotion as the Director
of Timberlands for Con-
solidated Paper Company
and moved to Wisconsin
Rapids. There he retired in
2000.

Miles was the beloved
grandfather of six grand-
children: Frayah, Chloe,
Dylan, Grant Bartuska,
along with Grace, and Rei-
dar Benson all of Madison.

He was an avid hunter
and fisherman. He partic-
ularly enjoyed goose and
duck hunting in the Hori-
con area with his previous
boss and friend for over
50 years, Dean Einspahr,
of Appleton. He shot his



final  goose last fall and
took pride in his recipe for
goose jerky.

Miles was a member of
The Ridge gun club where
he participated in Trap
shooting with his close
friend Lee Amundson. He
recently ended his last day
of trap shooting with a

perfect score.

Miles received numer-
ous awards throughout
his life for the variety of
organizations he gave
his time to. He served as

resident and active mem-

er of the local chapter of
the Society of American
Foresters, American Pulp-
wood Association, and The
Forest History Association
of Wisconsin.

He was a man of strong
faith and belonged to sev-
eral Lutheran churches
throughout his life. He
was a member of Grace
Lutheran Church in Wis-
consin Rapids where he
served as President of the
Church for several years.

Our family would
like to thank the nurses
and staff on the 5th wing
dementia unit at Edgewa-
ter Nursing Home for their
highly professional and
compassionate care they

gave to Miles during his
short stay there.

Visitation will be
held on Thursday October
16th from 10:00-11:00 am
with a service to follow at
Grace Lutheran Church
in Wisconsin Rapids. Me-
morials may be made to
Grace Lutheran Church.

Miles loved the

trees and forests of which
he planted many. He found
solace in his garden along
with the outdoors.

“I have plant-
ed three trees for every
one I cut down,” Miles
would proudly say, “Who
wouldn't care more for the
tree and environment than
a forester?”

When you look at
a tall, strong pine ...think
of Miles.

Herman-Taylor Funeral
Home and Cremation Cen-
ter in Wisconsin Rapids is
assisting the family. On-
line condolences may be
expressed at www.taylor-
funeralhome.net
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WISCONSIN RAPIDS —
So far this winter, Heart of
Wisconsin  Genealogical
Society programs have in-
cluded visiting the Mead




Paper Museum where a Association of Wisconsin.

tour was given by Spyros They spoke about Lumber-
Heniadis and Don Schnitz- ing in Wisconsin's history.
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