





























Our patrons really enjoy reading Wisconsin History.
Adults, as well as junior high and high school students, seems
to be increasingly interested in the development of the lumber
industry and the settlement of Wisconsin.

~ We also have copies of the Fifth, Tenth, and Eleventh
Annual Meetings, but I am wondering if you have any addi-
tional copies available of the others. They would certainly be
useful to us if you have any available.

Your organization is providing a fine service to the people
of Wisconsin by publishing these proceedings. They contain
many fine articles with the kind of historical information that
isn’t readily available anywhere else.

Please keep us on your mailing list for future years, and
ifcopies are available of the issues we are missing, please send
them and be assured they will be well used!

Thank you again.

(signed) Susan Johnson, Director

Tice Public Library,

Village Hall

Winter, WI 54896

Members are reminded that copies of most of our annual
proceedings are still available. Write Frank Fixmer for infor-
mation.

The Saga of Spirit Valley

In arecent issue of the Wisconsin Magazine insert of the Mil-
waukee Jowrnal (November 10, 1988) Dennis McCann
detailed the writing efforts of FHAW member Carl Rhody.
McCann wrote in part:

Upon his retirement in 1974, Rhody and wife,
Elizabeth, enrolled in creative writing and history courses
at the University of Wisconsin Center at Medford. They
also enrolled each year at the School of the Arts in















Gardner on Wednesday, Oct. 11, the group had to chop its
way through the fallen and scorched timbers. They rescued
three wounded men trying to crawl their way through the
debris. Others had reached a clearing called Kent’s place.

"Reaching the site of Williamsville, they found no living
creature, save an ox," said the newspaper. "Twenty-nine
bodies lay on a spot 10 feet square -- some with arms and
legs burned off and all with their clothing gone. A few rods
off a man and child were found dead in a well, drowned or
suffocated." This was the story over and over again as the
reports came in and were published.

Charles Woodward, who kept the Peshtigo House,
reported that the loss of life out in the Sugar Bush was worse
than in the village because the people here had no means
of escape. They were trapped with no place to go. Theyhad
no river into which to plunge.

The Sugar Bush was a thrifty farming settlement 7 or 8
miles long and 4 or 5 miles wide, containing about 300
families. It was estimated that most of the inhabitants died
in the blaze. It was reported that 20 teams went up from
Green Bay on Tuesday to bury the dead.

A letter from Forrestville in Door County said that a
settlement of six families on the west side of the Town of
Brussels was wiped out, only one family escaping. All the
buildings burned, along with most of the stock. "Thus far 34
bodies have been found and buried," the letter said. "The
people perished from suffocation before the flames
reached them, so dense was the smoke."

River Creck settlement, a station of changing horses on
the stagecoach line, burned to the ground with 13 people
reported dead. They probably were people who made their
way to the station because normally there were not that
many living there in the fall.

"At Menominee the flames leaped right across the
river, burning their way over a large mill. The people fled
to the waters of the Bay. The Steamer Union, lying offshore,
took some 300 women and children aboard and steamed
out into the safety of the harbor, Women and children of
Menominee were placed aboard the steamers Favorite and
Dunlap and several other vessels at anchor in the
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roadstead. The male portion of the population stayed in the
village and spent the whole night fighting the fire."

Under the heading "Great Fire of Peshtigo," "Only One
Building in Village not Burned," the report was well-writ-
ten and informative. "Amid all the disasters by the great fire
which has swept over this region, perhaps the most terrible
is that which has befallen the village of Peshtigo -- terrible
from the great loss of life, the destruction of property, and
the suddenness with which it came -- striking the ill-fated
village without a moment’s warning, and destroying not only
the lives of so many of the inhabitants -- but the results of
years of industry.

This story also described the village itself, a company
town mainly, built around the all-important Peshtigo Com-
pany headed by William B. Odgen, of Chicago and railroad
fame. W. A. Ellis was resident manager in the village. Com-
pletely built of wood, even with sawdust streets, Peshtigo
was a boom town that had mushroomed with its fringe of
settlements since the 1870 township census of 1,750,

Situated seven miles from the harbor, and connected
by railway, Peshtigo was the central point of operation for
the company. Here, close to the logging, were located the
offices, stores and general headquarters. An immense tub
and pail factory not quite a year old turned out pails, tubs,
churns and other hollow woodenware ready to be shipped
to the market. In full operation, the installation included
dry kilns, side-tracks and other buildings. It was connected
with a new steam sawmill where stock and lumber was
manufactured. The company also ran a large sash, door,
blind and woodwork factory.

There were company shops for the building of cars,
logging sleds and other implements used in the operation.
The firm maintained a large hotel and boarding house for
its bachelor workers. It also owned a great number of
houses for its families whose livelihood came from the log-
ging, processing and manufacture of lumber. In addition,
the many stores that lined the business section serviced ad-
jacent farming areas as a center of trade.

All of this was swept away, "the whole town in ashes in
less than two hours. Large numbers were reported as
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"Within hours of the time the fire struck, the site of
Peshtigo was literally mud desert. Not a hencoop or even a
dry goods box was left."

When the fire was at its height, a tornado arose over the
blazing forests, sucked up flames, and became a whirlwind of
fire. Today Tornado Memorial Park occupies the site of Wil-
liamsonville (not Williamsville) along State Hwy 57 and com-
memorates those who died there in the Peshtigo Fire.

The Cedar Industry

Most works on the history of lumbering in Wisconsin focus
on the great white pine era and the later period of
hardwood lumbering. Still lacking adequate documentation
are the hemlock-tan bark industry and the cedar pole and tie
industry. Many people are unaware of how important these
activities became during the nadir of lumbering in Wisconsin.
In 1904 (June 10) the Weekly Eagle Star described the grow-
ing significance of the cedar industry in Marinette-
Menominee.

The Cedar Industry of the Twin Cities

There will be more cedar stored in the yards of the
cedar and lumber companies this year than ever was known
before in the twin cities, and it has been truthfully remarked
many times this spring that the cedar yards are filling the
places of the lumber yards which have closed in the twin
cities during the last few years.

It is only within the last few years that cedar poles and
posts in any great amount have been brought to the twin
cities. When all the mills were running here, the cedar piece
stuff that was cut by them was shipped direct from the
woods to the dealers to whom it was sold. The change from
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this system hasbeen very apparent during the last few years.
Now there is an immense amount of cedar coming into
Marinette and Menominee and it is being sorted and piled
here, and the local yards used as distributing points.

At the present time there are six large cedar yards
operating in the twin cities, and they are all well stocked
with timber which is constantly coming in both by rail and
water.

Much of it comes from the shores of Green Bay, while
of course the greater amount comes down the Menominee
river and is rafted at the rafting gaps and taken to the dif-
ferent yards. There is a large supply of posts and poles at
all of the yards at present.

The following companies are operaling yards here at
present: The Raber & Watson Co. have the largest yard in
the district on the bay shore in Menominee; the C. J. Huebel
Co. have a well stocked yard on the east side of the old L.
W. & V. S. Co. yard, while the David & Stitt Co. yard is just
west of that on the old mill site; the Wm. Mueller Co. are
constantly increasing their stock in a large yard on the old
mill site of the M. R. L. Co. on the lower island in the river;
the Wm. Beidler Lumber Co. have a great lot of cedar piled
on the docks just above the warehouses of the C. C. Co.,
Wright Bros. are operating a larger yard than ever at their
same old place near Colter’s slough on the Marinette side
of the third dam.

Star Loads of Cedar

ust as in the earlier pine-hardwood era, logging crews from
different camps tried to out do each other and haul the
largest load of logs. The Eagle Star (10 March, 1905) reported:

Largest Load of Cedar Poles

"The largest load of card poles, I believe, that ever was
hauled in this country, was hauled at one of the Crawford
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& Sons Camps near Cedar River last week," said Mr. Chas,
H. Crawford, the president of the company, in the Stephen-
son Hotel, "and I have been in the cedar business as long as
any man on the river. I saw the load hauled, and counted
the poles, and there were one hundred and fifty poles, rang-
ing between forty and fifty feet in length, loaded on a sleigh
with sixteen foot bunks, and I believe that it was the largest
load ever put on a sleigh.

Rivalry Makes Record

This load was certainly a record breaker, Telegraph
poles from forty to fifty feet in length, are very heavy poles,
and it takes a vivid imagination to even conceive of one
hundred and fifty of these loaded onto one sleigh, but Mr.
Crawford is the surest kind of guarantee of the truth of the
story. He says that the poles were not peeled, but simply cut
down and trimmed, and were being hauled from the woods
to the landing. For several weeks there had been intense
rivalry between two of the camps to see which could make
the record of hauling the biggest loads, and they kept piling
the poles higher and higher every day, as one load eclipsed
the other.

Two Immense Loads

The day the record was hauled, the record was broken
twice. One camp hauled a load that was counted by Mr.
Crawford, and there were 138 poles on the load, which
broke all records, and then desperation seized the other
crew, and they piled on a load of 150 poles, and hauled it
to the landing without losing a pole on the way. Mr. Craw-
ford says that the load looked like a mountain, and the wide
bunks and wide roads, and the perfect ice roads, were the
things that made it possible for such a load to be hauled.

Mr. Crawford says that his men are hauling night and
day, working two shifts, in order to get in the timber that
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Langlade county, and Joe Casterline, now approaching his
eightieth birthday, was on that drive, Mr. Casterline, whose
appearance and activity do not show his years, says this
drive was made in the spring of 1865, and it was started at
Ackley’s place near where the mill village of Heineman
passed its brief history. The drive was composed of white
pine cut in the neighborhood and made a scant million feet.
It was cut for and delivered to W. P. Kelly, son of the man
after whom the village was named, and to Dr. Schofield at
Schofield.

Later, Charles Hazeltine logged on Black brook. Fred
and Ben Gillan had the contract to put in the logs and drive
them to Schofield. When they got ready for the drive the
logs could not be started for lack of sufficient water. It was
necessary to build a dam just above the mouth of the stream
where it empties into the west branch of the Eau Claire
river. Mr. Casterline helped to build this dam, the remains
of which are still to be traced. He accompanied the drive as
far as it went, for it was hung up at the Eau Claire Dells until
a summer freshet started in on its way again. All driving had
to be done on natural water as there were no control dams
then. A summer freshet was usually to be depended on in
June, but sometimes it was necessary to take the drives
through in three stages of water.

Facilities Primitive

How few and primitive the facilities of these early river
drivers were is shown by the fact that they did not even have
cant hooks or peavies. The only tool they had to attack a
jam was a hand-spike about six fee long. Joe Casterline and
Billie Burns, who is still living at Mosinee, owned the first
peavies used on the Eau Claire river. They were made by
hand by Benone Dickey at Schofield, and he charged $5
apiece for them, On those first log drives the rivermen had
no boat to aid them on their work. The only boat in use was
the cook boat.
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