



































Steam Caterpillar Moving Huge Loads
Tractor of Kellogg Company Hauling Eighty Thousand
Feet of Logs Daily

Approximately eighfﬁ thousand feet of logs are being
hauled daily to the mill of the Antigo Hoop and Stave
Company from the camp of the Kellogg Company
twelve miles northeast of the city by the steam cater-
pillar tractor. The average train consists of ten or
eleven sleighs although as many as thirteen have been
drawn. The tractor makes two trips each day, arriving
in Antigo between ten and eleven in the morning, and
four and five o’clock in the afternoon. Each sleigh is
piled as high as a railway car and carries about four
thousand feet. The average freight car has a load of
about six thousand feet although some do not carry
more than four.

So powerful is the tractor that if the sleighs freeze
fast in their tracks and it is not backed against the
bunting poles to loosen them, hugh links as large
around as a man'’s thumb will be snapped off like so
much pack thread. The engine develops one hundred
horse-power, but the tractive effort is much greater
because of the gearing. A four horse team can not
move one of the loaded sleighs it draws, and it is about
all one team can do to draw an empty sleigh. One run-
ner is a heavy load for two men. Two crews of about
fifteen men each operating log jammers are kept busy
loading the empty sleighs at tie camp.

The crew of the log trains consists of an engineer,
firemen, steersman, and conductor. The work of the
steersman is exacting and calls for the exercise of
great skill and caution as the hugh sleighs moving at
six miles an hour lurch and slide to a dangerous ex-
tent. In case a chain or coupling connection breaks it
is necessary for the conductor to have the train
brought to a prompt stop as on a grade serious con-
sequences may follow.

At present about a million feet of logs are being
delivered every week to the mill in Antigo and that of
the Kellogg Company in Polar. Logs are being
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of forestry degree from Yale University and a Ph.D. from New
York University College of Forestry and Environmental
Studies. He spent nine years at the University of Illinois at Ur-
bana, rising to the rank of associate professor of botany,
before joining Warren Wilson College.

He has been an active researcher including studies on the
effects of pesticides, forest fires, and logging on bird popula-
tions. Many of his projects have been done in the Great Lakes
Region. Dean Haney recently became a member of F.H.AW.

Editor’s Note: My thanks to John Anderson, Office of News
and Publications, U.W.S.P. for the foregoing information.

Mid-Continent Acquires Shay

Logging railroads and Shays were common in northern
Wisconsin when the lumber industry was in its prime.
Even the Milwaukee Road had two Shays in the state.
Ephraim Shay, owner of a saw mill in Haring, Michigan,
designed the Shay geared locomotive in the winter of 1873-
74. Lima and predecessor companmies built 2,761 of the geared
locomotives from 1880 to 1945.

A significant addition to Mid-Continent Railway Historical
Society’s collection -- a 36-ton, two-truck Shay locomotive --
has strong ties to railroad logging in Wisconsin.

Goodman Lumber Co. no. 9 was built by the Lima (Ohio)
Locomotive Works (shop no. 2143) March 11, 1909, as the
lumber company was completing a new mill at Goodman,
Wis.

No. 9 was included in an order for three Shay locomotives
from Sawyer Goodman Co., Marineite. No. 9 was delivered
to Goodman, the other two locomotives to Marinette. It’s not
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"It is estimated that in running the logs down the
stream fully 5 or 10 per cent were lost and this per-
centage has been even greater the past few years. This
statement may seem queer, but the fact is due to the
amount of Norway which has been cut and which sinks
quicker on account of its increased weight."

The raising of deadheads lasted until the 1950s on some
streams in the Great Lakes region. An interesting article on
the subject is Byron W. Dalrymple’s, "A Fortune in Fishing
for Logs," Argosy, March, 1949, pp 58-60, 73.

Recent Publications

e "Recollections," Voyageur (Summer/Fall 1988) 5:35-40
Illustrated. Unedited excerpts from J. L. Whitehouse’s
manuscript, "A History of the Wolf River and Its
Pioneers" written in 1947-1949. They deal mostly with the
lumbering history of the area.

e "Lumberjacks and Lumber Camps In the Menominee
Pinery." bi' Carl Kr(ig. Voyageur (Summer/Fall 1988)
5:26-30 TMlustrated. Discusses such topics as wages,
working and living conditions, food, iliness, accidents, and
health care and recreation in the logging camps of the
Menominee River area.

Library Acquisitions
William F. Thompson, The History of Wisconsin Volume VI
Continuity and Change, 1940-1965 (Madison State Historical

Society of Wisconsin, 1988) donated by the State Historical
Society of Wisconsin.

The first three volumes of the History of Wisconsin, carrying
the story to 1893, have already been published. In this volume,
William F. Thompson, general editor of the series, jumps
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